[Nodular changes in lungs in a patient with rheumatoid arthritis. Diagnostic and therapeutic difficulties. Case report].
Rheumatoid arthritis is a systemic inflammatory disease characterized by destructive synovitis and systemic extra-articular involvement exemplified by rheumatoid nodules occurring in the skin, lungs, and other parenchymatous organs. Antirheumatic drugs like methotrexate and leflunomide are known to predispose to the development of pulmonary rheumatoid nodules. We report the case of a 60-year-old male with rheumatoid arthritis previously treated with methotrexate and cyclosporin, in whom multiple pulmonary nodules were disclosed. The patient was extensively diagnosed to exclude any malignancy. Pulmonary rheumatoid nodules were recognized, methotrexate was withdrawn, and cyclophosphamide pulses were started. The size of the nodules decreased and the patient was started on cyclosporin.